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[bookmark: _Toc393198187][bookmark: _Toc454368895]Summary
Context Diagrams are a top-level data flow diagram.  It uses a single data process to describe the scope and shows the external entities and data stores that provide data to and receive data from the system.  Context diagrams are instrumental in advancing the thinking process and triggering memory recall of subject matter expects who create and study them.   
Example: 
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[bookmark: _Toc393198188][bookmark: _Toc454368896]Assumptions, Dependencies & Constraints
[bookmark: _Toc393198189][bookmark: _Toc454368897]Assumptions
User has security access to create Context Diagrams.
[bookmark: _Toc393198190][bookmark: _Toc454368898]Dependencies
Project has been created and Stakeholder records have been shared.
Entities exist in the project.
[bookmark: _Toc393198191][bookmark: _Toc454368899]Constraints
None.
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[bookmark: _Toc393198192][bookmark: _Toc454368900]Scenario
[bookmark: _Adding_a_Stakeholder][bookmark: _Adding_an_Actor][bookmark: _Toc454368901]Creating an Context Diagram
A context diagram is the highest level view of a system, showing a system as a whole and its inputs and outputs from/to external factors.
1. Expand Requirements and Select Context Diagram.

[image: ]

2. Add a New Context Diagram.

3. Enter a name for the Context Diagram and Save.
 [image: ]

4. Draw a Shape on the Diagram by selecting the button for the desired shape from the toolbar.

[image: ]
5. Draw the shape on the diagram by clicking on the canvas and dragging the mouse where you want it placed.

6. If you need to delete a shape click on it and click the delete[image: ].

7. Align the Shape on the diagram by selecting two or more shapes solution to align and select an alignment option on the Align drop-down menu.  From the menu, practice changing the height and width of the shapes.
[image: ]

8. Click Save.

[bookmark: _Toc393198194][bookmark: _Toc454368903]Including an Context Diagram From Another Project
A Context Diagram can be reused between projects.  This is accomplished via sharing, 
1. In the Record Sharing Wizard, on the first screen, select Next. 

2. Select the Source Project as “Global”.  Select Next.
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3. [image: ]Choose “Single Record Type”. Select Next. 






4. Context Diagram should be default selected. Select Next. 

5. [image: ]On “Select Destination Project” choose the project representing the Desired State for which you are working on documentation.

6.  How do you want to Share the records.
a. [image: ]You will want to select to Share individual records as that will allow you control on which records are represented in your solution.  If you chose Share entire Record Type, the solution will likely have many more Context Diagrams represented than truly applies to that solution which can result in confusion for the Analyst performing documentation as well as incorrectly represent which CONTEXT DIAGRAMs are impacted by a solution.
b. Select Next.

7. Select the Context Diagrams to be added to your project.

8. [image: ]Select Next.

9. Select the updating process to be applied to the records you are adding. 
a. Requirements are not universal and can be affected differently for each change effort affecting it.  It is therefore recommended that Manual Update be selected for the updating process.  This will result in a notification to you should another project change the record you choose to reuse so you can evaluate if that change should be reflected in your change efforts.
b. Select Next.

10. Select Share.

11. When asked if you want to reconcile links for shared records, select “Yes”.

12. The system will display a result of the records it found associated with the record to be shared.  Those associated records should already be selected.  Select Reconcile.

13. Select Finish
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How do you want to Share the records?
® share individual records
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What should happen when the shared records are updated in the source Project?
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However, destination records will be updated only when you choose to update them manually
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